Windows 7 Ultimate (beta)
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Windows 7 is based on the Vista platform but with significant changes (improvements?)  We shall see!

Windows 7 will probably be the last operating system to run on both 32 and 64 bit systems.  Most experts thought Vista would be the last 32 bit system but I suspect Microsoft was forced to do one more because of the embarrassment of Vista problems. 
Expected ship date is early 2010, about 3 years after Vista but delays of 6-9 months seem to be usual.

To obtain the beta for yourself google (has “google” really become a verb?) “Windows 7 (beta)” and download to your hard disk.   The download will be a .iso file on your hard drive.  From there you will need to burn an installation copy to DVD.

Now let’s look at the steps in installation.  Most screen shots are from Paul Thurrott’s Supersite for Windows. This is the best site I’ve found for all Windows discussions.  It can be found at:
http://www.winsupersite.com/
Screen 1:
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Screen 2:
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Screen 3: 
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Screen 4:
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Screen 5:
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Screen 6:
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Screen 7:
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Screen 8:
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This is where things can get sticky.   You can only do an upgrade from Vista with sp1 installed.  You cannot upgrade from XP.  This will cause many of us with not-so old computers running XP/sp2/sp3 to forgo using it because we might possibly lose our old data.  But there are ways around that problem. 

Most large corporate/government clients have not adopted Vista and usually do not upgrade.   They will buy an enterprise license, install their preferred operating system and software packages, security settings, burn an image, and push that image to many identical new computers over a network. 

Screen 9:
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I did clean installs on 3 desktop hard drives (2 different desktop computers) and one on an old Toshiba laptop.

Screen 10:
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Screen 11:
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Copying files took only a short time. Expanding them and installing updates were the most time consuming tasks.

Screen 12:
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Screen 13:
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Screen 14:
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Screen 15:

[image: image16.jpg](& o sevputndons

£7 Windows 7 Uttimate

a0 e omputs o ditinguih o the et





Screen 16:
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Screen 17:
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Input the product key here. For betas it is usually sent to you by email.

Screen 18:
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Screen 19:
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Screen 20:
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Notice I had to select one of the networking choices before I could move forward.

Screen 20:
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Screen 21:
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But then I had the option of skipping the networking which I did.  I prefer to set up my networks manually and I didn’t like having the password generated for me.
Screen 22:
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Screen 23:
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Screen 24:
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Screen 25:

[image: image27.jpg]- W




And finally we’re back to the fish!


What’s new and different in Windows 7?

1.  Windows Mail is gone. Outlook Express has been gone for some time.  This is evidently an attempt to direct users to Windows Live Mail, one of the apps delivered through Windows Live.

2.  Sensors built into the computer or attached to a person and sensors that communicate remotely with  Windows 7. 
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3. Many complaints about Vista concerned  security settings and intrusive pop-ups requiring user choices. Thus the improved User Account Control.
4.  Gadgets subsystem is expanded and gadgets can be shown globally.

5.  Internet Explorer 8 comes with Windows 7 and older versions are not supposed to work.  It has some neat stuff.
6.  Too many others to show all but here is a list.

a.  Calculator now has new modes including normal, scientific, gas mileage, lease estimation, mortgage calculator, and more.

b. Windows Media Player 12.

c. Windows Media Center.

d. Microsoft Paint gets a “dramatic” upgrade.

e. Wordpad gets “Ribbon Treatment” and becomes a very featured word processor.

f. Multi-touch display support.

g.  Windows Solution Center replaces Windows Security Center with many upgrades to monitoring the computer as well as security.

h.  No more sidebar. 

i. Documents, Music, Video, Pictures are being called libraries and are on the task bar by default.
j.  Games Explorer can now scan for games.

k.  Many other improvements.

My feeling is that Windows 7 is a great improvement over both XP and Vista.  Hardware requirements are much like Vista but are less restrictive.  As noted, I loaded it on 3 different computers.  I never had to look for a driver.  It found them all, including audio and video cards, except on 1 hard drive where it installed the wrong audio driver.
Note that the beta is called “Ultimate”.  We don’t know how many iterations there will be at release (home, home premium, professional, etc) but I’d like to see just one version (not including server versions) for use by everyone.  There is a great difference between XP Home and XP Professional, and also between all the Vista versions.  Home users would benefit from the additional features.
If the beta process results in a stable product, I intend using it.

Thanks for your attention.

Bob Carney 
